SHARPP FACTS
SELECTIONS " ROM T

[N [ ) \ /\ A
__j\i E_j I ‘\/ §|(

WA

/ Y
:”_X / A
Jn 7

v




1



SHARP FACTS
some selections from
TRANSLATING TRANSLATING APOLLINAIRE 26

by
B.P. NICHOL



OOMt 1980 by bpNichol.
ISBN: 0-87924-045-8

P.O. Box 11601 —-8horewood
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211



INTRODUCTION

The translative system involved here entails the use of (& at this point, despite the best
efforts of a battery of high-priced copyright lawyers, my tendency is to say xerox, when
of course what I mean is) copying machine disintegrative tendencies. Which is to say
that an image fed through a copying machine over & over again (feeding the image of
the image, & then the image of the image of the image, & so on) thru a great many gen-
erations, disintegrates. & it does this differently depending on which type of copying
machine you’re using.

The major example included here was generated on a Sharpfax Copier. Because of a ma-
chine error the long verticle lines were produced on the initial copy & became wedded
to the text thru its various transformations. The poem was illustrated, the lines becom-
ing variously the trees thru which the sun shone, in their drift part of the flicker on the
glasses, analogous to scratch marks on film unreeling, & the frames of the window.
Using the Sharpfax Copier the image begins to be pulled off the page even as it disinte-
grates, a double thrust of text into silence.

The second example included here is really from three different copying machines. The
first sheet is a copy of the fifth generation image (making it a sixth generation image)
done on an old style Xerox Copying Machine, one which Xerox has since taken off the
market. The source text is reproduced from the issue of BLEW OINTMENT in which
‘Translating Apollinaire’ was originally published (circa 1964). The second sheet is a
copy of a ninth generation image but is also the first one taken on a Canon Copier. I
switched over to a Canon Copier in order to produce a fairly rapid fade-out. The Canon
Copier copies get fainter with each passing generation as witness the third sheet a copy
of the 12th generation image (the fourth on the Canon Copier). The fourth sheet is a
32nd generation image produced when the earlier 8 generations on the old Xerox were
extended on a Xerox 7000.

All of the sheets included in this book are Xerox 7000 copies of their stated generation
which thus alters each image one generation more & in every case but one does so on a
different copying system. The results are different again if you use a wet process copier
as opposed to a dry one (cf Karl Young’s First Book of Omens). The ultimate goal of
TTA 26 is to produce generational disintegrations on all the different types of copying
machines. The analogue is one of a transmission thru time, a speeding up of the break-
down process given information in a purely machine context. In this case the machine
is the message. The text itself ultimately disappears.

bpNichol
Milwaukee
February 23, 1980
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